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A Message from the Board President – Teri Simmons






For the Chatham Kent Women’s Centre, the 2017-2018 year has been a success.  That success cannot be achieved without the amazing staff members and volunteers who give their time to assist the women and children in need of the services offered by the Centre. Volunteers include other mothers and daughters who may or may not have the need for the service but they see the need to give their time when others need it.  Volunteers also include fathers and sons who Walk a Mile in Her Shoes to show their empathy without being at the Centre. I want to thank all of the staff and volunteers who help this Centre each day…. Without you, there is no need for me to be the Board Chair!
I also want to thank our Board of Directors, who volunteer their time freely to keep the Centre operating with the Executive Director, Karen Hunter.  Karen and the Board are working very well together to try to secure further funding for the Centre and Nancy’s Place, our second-stage housing development and I cannot wait to see what happens next! Our board members come from diverse backgrounds, have full-time jobs and families where it appears as if they have no extra time, but the time is always found to lend an ear to our Executive Director or to explain their passion during a board meeting.
I have been a board member since 2015, with each year being a part of the Executive Committee that includes our Board Chair, Vice-Chair, Treasurer and Secretary.  This past year was my first year as Board Chair and it has been an honour and a privilege to serve this Board and the Centre.  
As the Centre heads into its 40th year of operation, I know the Executive Director and the Board are looking at ways to celebrate the good things they have been doing in Chatham-Kent over the past four decades. Keep your eyes and your hearts with us over the next year, you will not be disappointed!
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A Message from the Executive Director – Karen Hunter

Over the past two years, I have had the pleasure of working towards raising the bar for our agency and the clients we serve.  While working in a non-profit agency can be challenging at times, I have witnessed the Chatham Kent Women’s Centre and our community partners come together with a shared sense of purpose to end violence against women in our community.  I am pleased to report that thanks to the hard work and determination of our staff, board and volunteers we saw many notable successes in 2017-2018.

Our Emergency Shelter program assisted 131 women and 79 children fleeing from intimate partner violence and abuse.  Non-residential Outreach Counselling services in our outlying communities assisted 470 women.  Our Children’s Intervention program also provided individual, group counselling and support to 53 women and 81 children. 

Thanks to United Way funding we received for our school-based program, Healthy Youth Relationships.   We provided 482 high school students with information and support on healthy dating and peer relationships. 

The Ministry of the Attorney General has also provided funding for a part-time Family Court Support Worker to assist with bail safety, information and resource supports. 

Nancy’s Place, our Second Stage Transitional Housing program saw fewer clients occupying units over the past year due to some much- 
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needed renovations to the five units.  A total of ten women
and children were provided with transitional housing and supports in 2017-2018.  

We continue to focus on community impact and respond to the needs of women and children in our community.  

The Board of Directors and staff undertook the review of our Strategic Plan and expanded our current programs by developing our in-house expertise to support individuals with addictions and/or mental health issues.  In spite of difficult economic times, we were fortunate to continue to receive funding supports from the Ministry of Community and Social Services, the Ministry of the Attorney General, Municipality of Chatham-Kent, United Way of Chatham-Kent and the many individuals and groups who supported us throughout the past year. 

A very special thank you to a strong and dedicated Board of Directors, compassionate staff and management team, all of who go above and beyond to support the women and children we serve as they deserve no less.

October 15, 2018 will mark the 40th Anniversary for the Chatham Kent Women’s Centre. This will be a time of celebrating 40 years of providing safety and services, the promise of a better tomorrow, a time to reflect upon 40 years of change, growth and challenges and a time to look forward in anticipation of a safer, happier future for the women and children of Chatham-Kent. 
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	OUTREACH SERVICES 











The Chatham Kent Women’s Centre will be celebrating 40 years of services. I have had the opportunity of being a part of the last 20 years with the Women’s Centre and the growth, challenges, and trends in helping to meet the needs for those affected by domestic violence in Chatham Kent.

In 2017-18, the Outreach Team provided service to 693 people from our communities of Chatham, Blenheim, Ridgetown, Tilbury, Wheatley, Dresden, and Wallaceburg. Services include counselling and clinical supports, open groups, self-esteem groups, domestic violence groups and anxiety help groups. These 693 people have been equipped with safety plans to help stay safer and the tools to live an empowered life free of domestic violence.

The Family court support worker was able to help navigate 190 individuals and their families through the legal system which can be a complicated and emotional roller coaster. 

The Child and Youth Counsellor(s) have provided direct services through counselling and groups to 134 women and children with another 68 women and children participating in focus groups for those witnessing and affected by domestic violence. The Women’s Centre hosted 2nd Year CYC Practioner Placement student Alyssa Sands for a 320-minute placement and currently are hosting Chelsey Bokor, CYC Practioner Placement for her final year placement of 420 hours.


Nancy’s Place is our 2nd Stage Housing providing a safe transition living option. Nancy’s is a Victorian home converted to 5 separate apartments. A number of renovations occurred in 2017-18 including painting, water heater updates and roof repairs.

A thank you to Karen and Laurie for their ongoing support on the Management Team!
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Residential Team
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Welcome.
As demonstrated in our annual statistics,  our Residential Program has engaged the community of Chatham Kent promoting and providing the crucial services that assist the Women and Children of our cities and towns, meeting their goal of living a life free of abuse.
These Women are courageous with each individual coming from her own unique circumstance. The uniqueness of those circumstances requires programming and supports to be relevant to the Client. The programming and supports Residential Staff diligently provide daily, are focused on those same singularities for each woman, each child. The dedication of each member of the Residential Team ensures that each client has the opportunity for change.  In this year the design of the curriculum provided by the Transitional Support worker, the Addictions Worker, the Mental Health Counsellor has enhanced  the opportunities Clients have to be successful in their goals.
I want to express my gratitude to all of our Staff for their hard work, the Management Team for their supports, and you the Community for understanding the importance of your supportive role in promoting the success our courageous Clients. 
With gratitude,
Laurie Willick
Supervisor of Residential Services

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES 




The Great Pumpkin Event raised over $200.00 for the 2017 United Way Campaign.
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Wear Purple Day 
November 15th (or the Friday before if the 15th falls on a weekend) is designated as “Wear Purple Day”. Individuals are invited to wear purple to their workplaces and schools.


Shine the Light on Woman Abuse 
Purple is a symbol of courage, survival and honour, and it also symbolizes the fight to end woman abuse.
November is Woman Abuse Prevention Month and the Chatham Kent Women’s Centre is asking you to show your support!
Light up your business, school, home and place of worship with purple lights, balloons, and streamers.
[image: https://scontent.fybz1-1.fna.fbcdn.net/v/t1.0-9/23559455_1759769704096545_399188748463610290_n.jpg?_nc_cat=0&oh=58b249b43008623dd4f2a58fedc6b7eb&oe=5BA3FBC8]Stand in solidarity with abused women and support them in understanding that any shame and/or blame they may feel does not belong to them but to the perpetrators of their abuse.
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  Rachel’s Room 




Boss Forklift Global 
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Purple Pansy Boutique 


Hub Creative 
Bright Smiles 



	Wrapped in Courage Campaign
Buy a purple scarf in support of ending violence against women and children in Ontario from your local shelter.

	[image: No automatic alt text available.]
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The Walk
A Walk to end the cycle of violence against women and children in our community.
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November Is Woman Abuse Prevention Month
	
I Believe
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Drive Wise


		Mystery Santa 
DeGoey’s  

	CHRISTMAS AT THE WOMEN’S CENTRE

	Throughout the years the holiday season has been a special time providing our women and children in need an opportunity to feel the generosity and caring of the community. The “I Believe” Campaign was developed to recognize hope and belief that things can get better.

The campaign is designed to assist women and children who have used our residential services and/or outreach counselling services within the past year and have gone on to live a life 
free of violence. The campaign continues to grow and with 
the support of our community, volunteers and staff, it is our intention to positively support even more families in our community this year.



	The 2017 I Believe Campaign was a huge success! We assisted 75 women and 104 children. Thank you to everyone who provided donations and for the continued support of the community, staff and volunteers that makes this Campaign possible! 
I cannot wait to come back next year to see what a difference the community of Chatham- Kent can make!
Bye for now, Your Elf on The Shelf, Eve 
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Hops and Heels

Hub Creative – Positivity Day
Truly Green – Positivity Day
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Donation of Backpacks
Children’s Treatment Centre – Positivity Day
Chatham-Kent Foundation 
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Rotary

OPSEU
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William donated his Birthday Gifts
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Project Give
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Ashley’s Place
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Shoebox Project
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St. Clair College CYW Program
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	 ZONTA
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Monthly draw to Women’s Centre clients for a free colour, hair cut & style
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Personal Gift Baskets
Mother’s Day
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Raised $230.00 
Thanks to Olivia Flook for organizing this event.



	Holland Optical
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DESIREE’S RIDE








WHAT IS DESIREE'S RIDE?
Desiree's Ride started in 2014 to raise funds for Desiree Gallagher's  rehabilitation and medical costs after becoming a victim of a brutal assault. The outpouring of love, hope and support was amazing. To see a community come together for a day filled with fun, great food, family, friends and complete strangers in efforts to support Desiree and her tragic journey, was nothing short of breathtaking. 
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	WHAT IS DESIREE'S ANGELS?
Desiree's Angels is a non-profit organization managed by a 7-member board of directors from all walks of life including our esteemed President, Desiree's mom Susan Gerth.  Together we have made it our mission to take this heart breaking tragedy and keep Desiree's legacy alive by helping others in need.  
​
WHO DOES DESIREE'S ANGELS SUPPORT?
Desiree's Angels raises funds to support local Victims Services and Women's Shelters in each hosting city. Throughout the year, Desiree's Angels hosts various events in efforts to raise funds to support victims, their families and spread awareness about the community resources available to those stricken by tragedy or victimization.  

Desiree’s Ride raised $850.00 for the Women’s Centre in 2017. These funds were used to support the programs and services offered at the Women’s Centre to women and children in the municipality of Chatham-Kent.

	





INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY


Started in the early 1900's, the almighty and tenacious Suffragettes forged purposeful action for equality. It was the Suffragettes who started International Women's Day, with the first officially named "international Women's Day" event held in 1911.
And still to this day, International Women's Day continues to be a powerful platform globally that unifies tenacity and drives action for gender parity, while celebrating the social, cultural, economic and political achievements of women.


	


March 8 is International Women’s Day – a day to recognize women’s achievements and acknowledge the challenges they continue to face in the quest for gender equality. About International Women’s Day
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Muslim Community Chatham, ICNA (Islamic Circle of North America) Sisters Canada donation of food items, linens, towels, bedding, and socks in support of International Women’s Day.




Black Historical Society actresses portraying Clara Zetkin, Harriet Tubman and Viola Desmond. If you don’t know who these women are you should definitely look them up.
A Luncheon and play was sponsored by The Chatham Kent Sexual Assault Crisis Centre on International Women’s Day. 
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     Ten values that guide International Women’s Day are:
	Justice 	Tenacity	Dignity	Appreciation	Hope 
	Respect	Equality	Empathy	Collaboration	Forgiveness 
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2017
CATEGORY
HOURS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
317
RECEPTION
441
CHILDCARE
64
DONATIONS
5
GROCERY SHOPPING
103
GARDENING
31
MOVING
0
BINGO VOLUNTEERS
164
SELFCARE
17
EVENTS
150
YEARLY TOTAL
1292
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Volunteering
at the
Women’s Centre





[image: ][image: ]Shopper Volunteers ensure that quality groceries are purchased for the residence on a weekly basis. 
Thanks to Chris Bullard for making sure our cupboards are stocked.




Reception Volunteers answer the business phones and doors. The reception volunteer plays a vital role in the safety and security of the building.
Thanks to April Rodgers, Christiana Hawksworth, Diane Sansom, Marjorie Brown, Olivia Austen and Shauna Campbell for undertaking this task in a professional and polite manner.
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Jack and Jill Volunteers help with general yard and inside maintenance. The Jack and Jill volunteer plays a vital role in the appearance and upkeep of the building.
Thanks to Allison Stirling and Deb Barr for making our gardens look beautiful.
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[image: ]Mover Volunteers help clients move by providing them aid either transporting items or moving items.
Thanks to Marc Soto, Mathew Charron, Stan Krysac, Tyson Parry, Pastor Rick, and Tamara Vlasschaert who are always available with a truck to assist the Women’s Centre clients.
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[image: ]Thanks to Deb Barr, Charisma Markovic, Caitlin Mailloux, Nicolette Skaarup, Olivia Austen, Shauna Campbell, Marc Soto and his team from Forward City Church for their help in making the Women’s Centre events and fundraisers successful.





[image: ]Donation Volunteers help to organize and sort incoming donations. The volunteers accept, inspect and separate donations according to the sorting guidelines. 
Thanks to Diane Sansom, Mirielle Mimbwi, Olivia Austen, Shauna Campbell for organizing the donation room so that it is efficient and easy to find clothing, etc. the Women’s Centre clients.
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Childcare Volunteers supervise children while moms attend Women’s Centre appointments. 
Thanks to April Rodgers, Charisma Markovic, Diane Sansom, Jenna Lapico, Nicolette Skaarup, 
Vicki Ranger for taking such good care of the children who attend services at the Women’s Centre.
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Bingo Volunteers promote the Women’s Centre at Riverside Bingo. Bingo Volunteers must also be able to answer general questions about the Chatham Kent Women’s Centre and provide excellent customer service to bingo patrons.
Thanks to Sheila Clements, Sue Marshall and Ron Smolders for doing a wonderful job at Riverside Bingo for the Chatham Kent Women’s Centre.
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Each year an ever-increasing number of men are joining Walk A Mile In Her Shoes® International Men’s March to Stop Rape, Sexual Assault and Gender Violence. Walk A Mile In Her Shoes® is a fun opportunity for men to educate the community about a very serious subject and to rally the community to take action to prevent sexualized violence – and raise money for women’s shelters and the services they provide in their communities.What is Walk A Mile in Her Shoes?
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Swayze’s Spa and Salon 
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Andrea, Karen & Darlene
 
2017 Walk A Mile In Her Shoes Kickoff
 
In 2017 43 walkers raised over $15,000.00 to help maintain programs and services offered by the Chatham Kent Women’s Centre to the women and children residing in the Municipality of Chatham-Kent.
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A Message from the Treasurer – Jeff Millman
The Finance Committee meets monthly to review the financial results and projections for the CKWC. CKWC continues to rely on the support of fundraising events such as Walk A Mile, the I Believe Campaign and support from our community partners.  The Centre was fortunate to be selected as the recipient of a number of fundraising events held throughout the year.  
This was a challenging year for the committee as the Centre transitioned into an external accounting service for general book keeping, and monthly financial reporting.  Myself, and the committee are very happy with the end result as the monthly statements continue to meet the finance committee's requirements, improve the segregation of duties, and eliminate any timing issues due to staff turnover.  A special thanks to Karen Hunter and the administrative staff for getting this up and running.
I would also like to thank Finance Committee members, Renee Tulloch, and Libby Passmore for their participation in reviewing financial statements and policies over this past year.  Big thanks to Shelley MacDonald, who provided additional support and guidance throughout the transition.  The finance committee really put in additional efforts this year and I truly appreciate it.  I would also like to extend a special thank you to Libby Passmore as she completed her 9th and final year of her term on the board.  Thank you for all your contributions to both the finance committee, and the board throughout your term. 
This reporting year we saw a dip in overall funding largely made up of a reduction in United Way, and rental revenue due to reduced occupancy at Nancy’s place.  On the plus side, our public donations increased by approximately $8,000.  Thank you to everyone in the community for your tremendous contributions this year.  Please note, our Donations and fundraising line on our audited financial statements do not show this specific increase as this line is a consolidated number of funding sources.   
Overall expenses stayed consistent with some increases in wages and benefits, food, program costs, purchase of service, and repairs & maintenance.  The increases stem from additional programming and services provided, as well as some unexpected repairs.   
Happy to report the 2017-2018 audit was completed by BDO with no major concerns. 
I am looking forward to what 2018-2019 has to bring as we continue to progress as a committee, and as a board.
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Rachel’s Room – Shine the Light
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WOMEN’S CENTRE PROGRAMS



	What is the Role of a Board Member?
	A Board of Directors is the governing body of a nonprofit. Individuals who sit on the Board are responsible for overseeing the organization’s activities. Board members meet periodically to discuss and vote on the affairs of the organization. At a minimum, an annual meeting must occur with all Board members present.
Officers are appointed by the Board of Directors, and while specific positions may vary from one corporation to another, officers usually include:
President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 






The Women’s Centre offers a wide variety of programs designed to assist women and children in our community. 

· 24 Hour Crisis Counselling
· Residential Program
· Outreach Counselling
· Women’s Groups
· Child & Youth Programs
· Group Opportunities
· Individual Counselling
· School Programs
· Child Witness Program
· Second Stage Housing
· Public Awareness & Education

WHO WE ARE

The Chatham Kent Women’s Centre is a not for profit organization that exists to support women and children who are facing violence by providing shelter, advocacy, counselling and public education in a non-judgmental and empowering fashion and to model non-violent and respectful behaviour and relationships

Chatham Kent Women’s Centre provides a continuum of services and a holistic approach to help women and children escape violence and rebuild their lives. We don’t just heal wounds behind locked doors; we nurture families from crisis intervention to re-integration into the community with programs providing emotional support, practical help and life skills.
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Spread the Love

Join the Chatham Kent Women's Centre In
‘Spreading the Love this Valentines Day!

Follow these 3 simple steps
Step 1: Donate $1, 53 or $5.
‘Step 2: Write your name or a message
on aheart.

Step 3: The heart will be displayed so
‘you can SPREAD THE LOVE!
February 1-16

Al proceeds will henefit the various
services and programs offéred through
the Chatham Kent Women's Centre.
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Whatis a volunteer?
V - Valuable is the work you do.
O - Outstanding is how you always come throu
L - Loyal, sincere, and full of good cheer.
U - Untiring in your efforts throughout the year.
N - Notable are the contributions you make.
T - Trustworthy in every project you take.
E - Eager to reach your every goal.
E - Effective in the way you fuffill your role.
R - Ready with a smile like a shining star.
S - Special and wonderful, that's what you are!

S
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Independent Auditor’s Report on
the Summary Financial Statements.

To the Board o Directors of Chatham Kent Women's Centre inc.

ing summary financial statements, which comprise the summary statement of fina
Warch 31, 2018, the summary statement of changes i net assets and summary statement
nd expenditures for the year the are_ derived from - the audied financia
5 of Chatham Kent Women's Centre Inc. for the year ended March 31, 2018. We expressed
quafied auit opinion on thase financial statements in our report dated June 13, 2018. (see opinion
paragraph below)
The summary financial statements do not contain all the disclosures recuired by Canadian accountin
" tons. Reading the summary fisancal statements, therefore, is
asubstitute d financial statements of Chatham Kent Womeris Centre i

Management's Responsibilty for the Summary Financial tatements
Management is responsibe for the pre a summary of the audited firancal st

summary presents . financial position, statement of changes i
stement of operations include any other schedules or the summary

ccounting policies and ormation. The statem
¥ changes n et assets
financial statemen

Auditor's Responsibility

Our_responsibilty Is to express an tatements based on our

procedures, which were conducted rdance with Cana Standard. (CAS) 810
ngagements to Report an

Opinion
In our opinon, the summry financial statements the audited financal statements of
Chatham Kent Women's Centre Inc. for ar endl 2018 are a fair summary of ¢
financial statements, In accordance it criteria’ a5 outlined in the Nansgement
Responsibilty for the Summary Firancial Statement:

Our qualifed audit opinion expre audited financial statement: n the fact that in
common with many charita

donations and fundralsing actviti

verification. Accordingly, our veri venues w t0 the amounts ecc

records of the o were mine whether any adjustments might be

BDO CANADA LLP
Chartered Professional Accountants
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Chatham Kent Women's Centre Inc.
Statement of Revenue and Expenditures

For the year ended March 31, 2018 2017

Revenue
Donations and fundraising § 73,469 86,691
Ministry of Community & Soctal Services 1,200,062
Municipal Funding 100,000
Rent income 19,248 26,777

45,738 50,944
82,325 82,160

1,520,842 1,554,362

16,257
100,837
176,765
29,534
Fundraising expe 9,627
Insurance 20,038
rigage interest 811
13,509
559
55,817 6,846
42,371 625
Repairs & maintenance 59,447 7,420
Training 10,239 7,726
Travel 17,393 9878
Utilties 60,975 64,838
Wages 929,528 900,238

43,710 1,451,601

Excess of revenue over expenditures

(expenditures over revenue) $__(2868)5 102721
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Chatham Kent Women's Centre Inc.
Statement of Financial Position

March 31, 2018 2017

Assets

Current
Cash and short:term deposits $ 497855 §
Accounts receivable 2,355
HST receivable 20,768
Prepaid 24449

485,427

Capital assets 1,071,503 1,156,936

$ 1556930 5 16575
Liabilities and Net Assets

Current liabllities
unts payable and accrued expenses
tion of mortgage payable.

Long term liabilities
Deferred capital grants 763,052
Mortgage payable 23,605

786,657

Net assets
Invested in capital a 262,286
Restricted 28802
Unrestricted net assets 360,776

651,864
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Chatham Kent Women's Centre Inc.
Statement of Changes in Net Assets

For the year ended March 31, 2018
Total

Invested in
2018

Capital Assets __Restricted _Unrestricted

§ 242,79 § 28802 § 403,140 § 674732

(18,512) @435)  (22,868)

15,401 (15,401) -

Investment in capital assets
(22,607) -

Repayment of long-term debt. 22,607
S 262286 § 28,802 § 360,776 § 651,864
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On any given day in Canada,

more than 3,000 women and
2,500 children are living in an emergency
shelter to escape violence.

The violence children witness and hear has devastating effects on them.

YOU CAN END THE CYCLE OF VIOLENCE
IN OUR COMMUNITY.

\e

Call the Chatham Kent Women's Centre today!
(519) 351-9144 or toll free 1-800-265-0598
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PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY THE WOMEN’S
CENTRE AND AIDS SUPPORT CHATHAM-
KENT YOUNG & PROUD LGBTQ2S
SUPPORT GROUP

DROP OFF PUMPKINS
o QUQA AT CHATHAM KENT
RO P WOMEN'S CENTRE

KNP 2
- N7

JUDGING @ 5:00 P.M. NO LATER THAN
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27™ FRIDAY, OCTOBER
27 @ 12:00 P.M.

CARVED PUMPKINS WILL BE DISPLAYED
FOR PURCHASE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27™ _ SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28™
3:00 - 6:00 PM. ™ 9:00 A.M.'TO 5:00 P.M.
AT 20 SANDYS ST., CHATHAM

For more information or to participate contact
Linda at lindapt@ckwec.org
THE CHATHAM KENT WOMEN'S CENTRE IS A PROUD MEMBER AGENCY OF

THE UNITED WAY OF CHATHAM-KENT AND THIS IS A FUN WAY OF SHOWING
OUR SUPPORT.

\i¢ = )
N2 United Way
ckwomenscen Chatham-Kent
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